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Letters to the Editors 





Others Are Named Who Showed Concern 





Governor Collins Writes 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


At the time I spoke, I spoke to the Pres- 
byterian Men’s Convention in Miami about 
the shameful firing of the Health Officer, I 
was not fully aware of some of the coura- 
geous actions in her defense which were 
taken by some of the fine Christian people 
of Madison County. 

You were entirely proper in pointing out 
this omission on my part, and I regret 
that this did not receive stronger em- 
phasis in THE PRESBYTERIAN OvTLOOK (Oct. 
28, p. 8). 

So that the full story might be known, 
I would appreciate it if you would find an 
opportunity to publish the following facts 
which I have obtained: 

One of those speaking up the strongest 
against the dismissal of the Health Offi- 
cer, Dr. Deborah Coggins, was the Rev- 
erend J. M. Gammon, minister of the 
Madison Presbyterian Church. He did so 
in the face of a divided congregation and, 
in so doing, set a true example of Chris- 
tian courage. 

Also speaking out in defense of Dr. 
Coggins was Mr. Robert Browning, a dea- 
con in the Madison Presbyterian Church 
and Health Educator for the same three 
counties in which Dr. Coggins was Health 
Officer. 

Subsequent to his eloquent defense of 
Dr. Coggins, the Commissioners of one 
of the counties voted to withdraw their 
share of his salary support. However, 
about that time Mr. Browning accepted 
the offer of a position elsewhere. 

Another deacon in the same church, Mr. 
Curry Merchant, Jr., who operates the 
local weekly newspaper with his father, 
also took emphatic exception to the man- 
ner in which Dr. Coggins was dismissed. 
For this he was widely criticized and 
subjected to considerable verbal abuse. 
And there were some in the community 
who subjected his business to a form of 
economic reprisal. 

In addition to these men, there were a 
number of other influential citizens of 
Madison—members of the Baptist, Epis- 
copal, Methodist, as well as Presbyterian 
churches—who voiced their disapproval in 
various ways. 

However, none of the civic organizations 
or churches could muster sufficient una- 
nimity of opinion to take a stand. Even the 
members of the Ministerial Association 
were divided. 

Although it is true there were not 
enough who spoke up, I do want to 
emphasize that there were those in Madi- 
son who refused to “wash their hands.” 

LeRoy CoLuins, Governor. 
Tallahassee, Florida. 


Smoking and Morality 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


“Non-Smoker” who expressed his vexa- 
tion after the visit of a puffing Presby- 
terian preacher makes a valiant effort 
not to overstate his case and be accused 
of fanaticism or narrow-mindedness: “I 
certainly do not feel that (smoking) is 
a moral issue (OUTLOOK, Nov. 18). 

I have to smile at that quote, because 
it was said to me twenty years ago by the 
president of my theological seminary. 
Beer drinking was called, “No moral is- 


sue” on a military post in the U.S.A., and 
the argument to go along with the asser- 
tion sounded plausible. But the record 
use of the expression came from a clergy- 
man concerning the sexual misconduct of 
military personnel in Manila, 1945. For 
the man in the unnatural overseas situa- 
tion, immorality was no moral issue! 

Not only in tracking up a house “like 
mud on the shoes” is it selfish, thought- 
less, unethical, immoral for a minister to 
smoke. There is sufficient evidence now 
that smoking harms the body to consider 
it “defiling the Temple of the Holy Spirit’ 
(I Cor. 6:19), so that what the smoker 
does to himself is sin. But it is the whole 
attitude of the smoker to others which 
makes me sure it is a moral issue. The 
smoker says in effect, “My right to befoul 
the air is prior to your right to clean 
breath, unstinking clothes, non-ash-burned 
earpets and furniture, etc. You must tol- 
erate my offenses against you, or I will 


GUEST EDITORS 





denounce you as a narrow-minded fanatic. 
My will, not yours, be done.” 

If that kind of attitude is moral and 
Christian, please pardon my mentioning 
it. 

“ANnTI-SMOKER.” 


Rally 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I am sorry you are losing some readers 
because of your fine Christian witness. 
Through the kindness of friends I have 
read your paper for a number of years. 
But to commend and encourage you in 
making possible such a paper I enclose 
a check for a year’s subscription. ... 

EVANGELICAL U. B. MINISTER. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


A word of THANK YOU for your paper. 

I do not wonder that you have to ask 
for more for publishing your splendid 
paper. Its value cannot be expressed in 
money. It is more my idea of a real 
church paper than many others which 
claim to be church papers... . 

Thank you for a real church paper. 

WALTER S. CROZIER. 

Denver, Colo. 


WHAT CHRISTMAS IS ABOUT 


By the time this article appears in 
print the perennial plea will have been 
made from pulpit and church press that 
we “put Christ back into Christmas.” 
With that plea I am in full sympathy. ... 
I should like nothing better than to have 
the celebration of the birth of Christ 
separated from the carnivalism that has 
gathered around it. 

I am afraid that it is a vain hope how- 
ever. Santa Claus is here to stay, and so 
is television, and there’s not very much 
I can do about it. And frankly, I’m not 
too much concerned about that side of the 
abuse of Christmas. Most people, I 
imagine, are able to separate the pagan 
elements of Christmas from the Chris- 
tian and can enjoy the former while 
respecting the latter. 

When I read the New Testament I 
cannot help feeling that the things which 
the church emphasizes at Christmas have 
very little to do with the message of the 
incarnation at the heart of the gospel. 
The church at Christmas time is so ex- 
clusively concerned with the decorative 
aspects of the story of the birth of Christ 
that it overlooks the basic significance of 
the fact. Actually the New Testament 
says very little, almost nothing indeed, 
about those things over which we preach- 
ers wax eloquent at Christmas: the shin- 
ing star, the shepherds on the hills, the 
song of the angels, the promise of peace 
“to men of goodwill,” the wise men three, 
yes, and the babe in the manger! The 
earliest Gospel, Mark, knows nothing of 
these things, and the last Gospel, John, 
which tries to put all the facts of Jesus’ 
life and work in proper perspective, re- 
fuses to mention them. In all of Paul’s 


writings there isn’t a single reference to 
these peripheral aspects of the birth of 
Christ, and the likelihood is that the first 
generation of Christians never heard 
about them. 

Which is not to minimize their beauty 
and their significance. There is tremen- 
dous meaning to Luke’s beautiful narra- 
tive of the birth of Christ, every detail 
of it. The doctrine of the virgin birth, 
in particular, deserves better treatment 
than it has received from modern Prot- 
estantism. But I am becoming convinced 
that the time to preach about these things 
is early in the Advent season and not on 
Christmas day itself. As the great day 
approaches we preachers ought to move 
from the periphery to the heart of the 
story. Why sentimentalize about a light 
in the sky and a song heard on the hills 
when we can come to grips with any one 
of a dozen texts that are basic? You will 
have your own selection, let me suggest 
two or three: 

“THIS is the saying worthy of all ac- 
ceptation—that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners!” (1 Timothy 
2:33) 

“To this end was I born, and for this 
cause came I into the world, that I should 
bear witness unto the truth” (John 18: 
37). 

“When the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of 
a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons” 
(Galatians 4: 4, 5) and, of course, John 
3:16 and 17.—Victor Fippes in the 
United Church Observer (Canada). 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 











Los ANGELES Radio Station KABC 
abruptly discontinued all local religious 
programs in favor of more musical shows. 
It recently banned all soap operas. The 
station manager said the action was taken 
to “improve our format.”. .. A Hinpu 
LEADER, A. Krishnaswamy, member of 
the Indian Parliament, praised the hu- 
manitarian and educational work of 
Christian missionaries in India and 
branded as “unproved” and “exagger- 
ated” charges that they use improper 
pressure to win converts. . . SPANISH 
BapTIsts are reported to be undergoing 
new harassments by civil authorities. 
The executive secretary of the Baptist 
World Alliance said a church had been 
closed and the pastor is to be tried on 
a charge of illegal proselytizing. . . 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS are being permitted 
in Trenton, N. J., public schools this 
year. The superintendent said teachers 
may continue to draw “on any source, 
religious or otherwise,” to explain the 
story of Christmas and other holidays and 
events. . . . ENTERTAINER BoB CROSBY 
said the best way to raise the moral stand- 
ards of movies is to get top actors and 
actresses to improve their scripts. He 
says that gossip columnists and magazine 
writers are responsible for the “den of 
iniquity” aura that has grown up around 
Hollywood. . . . THE RELicIous Epuca- 
TION ASSOCIATION has requested a Con- 
gressional investigation of the broadcast- 
ing industry to determine whether it is 
fulfilling it moral and legal responsibili- 
ties. . . . THE GEORGIA COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHEs has appointed a committee to 
study “moral and spiritual” implications 
of bills before the State Legislature. .. . 
SOUTHERN Baptists are being urged by 
the president of the Arkansas Baptist 
Convention to establish a “beachhead” in 
New England where there are no South- 
ern Baptist congregations. .. . MINISTERS 
who receive living quarters rent-free, but 
pay for their ultilities, can deduct the cost 
of these ultilities for income tax purposes 
if a part of their salary is set aside as a 
“housing allowance.” Retroactive to Jan- 
uary, 1955, such deductions from gross 
income for tax purposes may be made to 
the extent actually used to pay utility 
bills. .. . OH10 MetHoptstTs have raised 
$4,000,000 for a new theological sem- 
inary near Delaware, Ohio. . . . THE 
GrEATER Houston Council of Churches 
for the first time has admitted Negro 
congregations to its membership. 


Youth Convention: 1,756 


Registrations for the Lexington, Ky., 
youth convention for Dec. 28-31 are mov- 
ing toward the overall quota, with latest 
figures showing 1,756 already in and the 
number increasing daily. If the mark 
of 2,095 is passed it is expected that ef- 
forts will be made to secure additional 
housing quarters in Lexington. 

Funds have been contributed by the 
Women of the Church to help with schol- 
arships for overseas students. 

The latest enrollment figures for this 
Presbyterian, U. S., quadrennial conven- 
tion are as follows: 





SyNop REGISTERED QUOTA 
Alabama 73 125 
Appalachia 102 100 
Arkansas 45 85 
Florida 127 100 
Georgia 68 125 
Kentucky 56 150 
Louisiana 76 100 
Mississippi 67 100 
Missouri 12 75 
North Carolina 284 200 
Oklahoma 29 75 
Snedecor Region 10 50 
South Carolina 103 100 
Tennessee 98 150 
Texas 84 200 
Virginia 179 175 
West Virginia 82 100 
Military Personnel 6 50 
Overseas Students 49 35 
Fraternal Delegates 6 
Leaders and Staff 200 

TOTALS 1,756 2,095 


Dahlberg Is NCC Head 


Newly-elected officers of the National 
Council of Churches include: 

Edwin T. Dahlberg, pastor of the Del- 
mar Baptist Church, St. Louis, Mo., 
president, Mo., president. He is a former 
president of the American (Northern) 
Baptist Convention. 

Vice-Presidents: Charles C. Parlin 
(Methodist), New York attorney; 
Charles P. Taft (Episcopalian), Cincin- 
nati attorney and mayor; Mrs. Guy A. 
Benschoff (Evangelical & Reformed), 
Woodstock, Va.; Mrs. Theodore O. 
Wedel (Episcopalian), Washington, D. 
C., president of United Church Women; 
Bishop B. Julian Smith (Christian 
Methodist), Chicago; President Arthur 
G. Coons (Presbyterian) , Occidental Col- 
lege, Calif.; Francis S. Harmon (Pres- 
byterian), New York attorney; Bishop 
Theodoritos Athenagoras (Greek Ortho- 
dox), Brookline, Mass. 

Treasurer: Charles E. Wilson (Amer- 
ican Baptist), New York shipping lines 
executive. 


Minnesotans Take 9,000 
Tons of Koinonia Pecans 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS)—About 
9,000 tons of pecan nut meats have been 
ordered from Koinonia Farm, interracial 
Christian community in Georgia, through 
Minnesota churches, it was announced 
here. 

Donald Clausen, secretary of the Min- 
nesota Koinonia Committee, said this was 
one-third to one-half of all the pecans 
ordered from the farm over the country. 

Koinonia, located near Americus, Ga., 
quit raising farm products for sale last 
September because of a local community 
boycott and is devoting itself exclusively 
to a mail-order pecan processing business 
(OuTLOOK, Nov. 25). 

The Minnesota committee was formed 
to aid the interracial community by help- 
ing sell the pecans through churches. 
The committee sent out a thousand letters 
asking churches for help. Some have set 
up booths at which members can order 
their pecans. 


Koinonia Member 
Is Beaten Up 


AmeEricus, GA. (RNS)—A Negro mem- 
ber of Koinonia Farm, interracial Chris- 
tian community, was beaten up here and 
charged with a traffic offense. 

Clarence Jordan, director of Koinonia, 
was arrested and charged with having 
improper plates on the farm’s station 
wagon. He was released after showing 
police that he had correct plates for the 
vehicle. 

The clergyman said the Negro, Con- 
rad Browne, was attacked by a white man 
after he took the station wagon to the 
Railway Express office to ship the first 
of hundreds of Christmas orders for 
shelled pecans. He was taken to a doc- 
tor’s office for treatment. 

Mr. Jordan said that upon learning of 
the incident he went to the express office 
to complete the unloading. While there, 
the minister said, he was arrested and 
charged with driving a vehicle that had 
improper plates. The station wagon had 
New Jersey plates but Mr. Jordan said 
he displayed Georgia plates for it to the 
police. 

The clergyman said that when police 
learned that he had not actually driven 
the wagon they ordered the arrest of Mr. 
Browne despite a doctor’s plea that the 
Negro needed treatment for his injuries. 

Mr. Browne was put in jail and bond 








set at $500 but police refused a cash 
bond offered by the minister and de- 
manded a real estate bond. They de- 
clined, however, to accept a pledge of 
the Koinonia property, Mr. Jordan said, 
saying it was corporate property. Mr. 
Browne remained in jail for two days 
until a Sumter County property owner 
could be found to sign his bond. 

Mr. Jordan said white residents of the 
county “with the support of the police” 
seemed determined to find a means of 
ending the farm’s mail order pecan busi- 


ness and driving members of the com- 
munity out of the area. 

About half the community have moved 
to a farm in New Jersey. Prohibited by 
zoning laws there from operating a pecan 
processing business on the farm, the com- 
munity has rented a building in the town 
of Neshanic Station from which the mail 
order business is being conducted. 

Last September Koinonia quit raising 
farm products for sale here because of a 
local community boycott and is devoting 
itself exclusively to the pecan business. 


NCC Hears Blake Warn of 
Costly Failure of Distrust 


St. Louis, Mo. (rNs)—The fourth 
triennial general assembly of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches heard a warn- 
ing by its retiring president that “lack 
of faith in one another” is the most 
costly of all the failures and weaknesses 
of the Christian Church. 

Eugene Carson Blake of Philadelphia 
noted that no one is much shocked by the 
“duplicities” and “hypocrisies” in poli- 
tics. But, he added, skepticism and hy- 
pocrisy also appear with “blighting and 
crippling effects” in our churches and in 
the National Council of Churches. 


Goes Both Ways 

“There is distrust between ministers 
and laity—the distrust goes both ways,” 
he said. “There is distrust between ec- 
clesiastical officials and ordinary pastors 
—the grassroots and the ‘hierarchies.’ 

“There is distrust of our conservative 
constituency by the liberals, theological 
and political, and the opposite. There is 
distrust between North and South, East- 
ern seaboard and Middle West, between 
white and black. between thinkers and 
doers, activitists and mystics, catholic and 
evangelical, liturgists and free worship- 
pers, rich and not so rich, managers and 
laborers, owners and wage earners, old 
and young, men and women.” 


Dr. Blake emphasized that he was not 
speaking of mere differences of opinion 
or of convictions but of mistrust of the 
integrity and Christianity of those per- 
sons who hold to the differences. 

“So long as a church is a church and 
not a sect,” he said, ‘“‘there will be room 
in it for a wide variety of conviction and 
practice, and its life should be enriched 
by the dialogue that continually goes on 
among its members.” 

The answer is contained, he said, in 
his text from 1 Corinthians 13:7: “Love 
believes all things.” 

Dr. Blake, who is stated clerk of the 
Presbyterian, USA, General Assembly, 
delivered his sermon at the service open- 
ing the assembly. It began with a robed 
processional in which some 800 national 
church leaders from 30 Protestant and 
Eastern Orthodox communities partici- 
pated. 
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Later, at the first plenary session of 
the assembly, Dr. Blake made his report 
on the state of the National Council. He 
said the interdenominational agency 
“must have increased support from all 
sources in order that the staff may have 
time and competence to make one theo- 
logical contribution after another to the 
life of our churches.” 


“Only as we can do this,” he declared, 
“will the great churches still outside our 
membership, the Missouri Synod Lu- 
therans and the Southern Baptists, be 
willing to reconsider their relationship 
to the National Council and the main 
stream of Christianity in the United 
States. 


“This increased support will produce 
more support in the long run and will 
come not only from new gifts and wider 
participation, but also by denominations 
coming to realize that in such areas as 
social education and action, social welfare 
and radio and TV (to use three examples) 
they can get more for their dollar than 
they can by spending it denominationally. 

“But I remind you that dollars will be 
either unavailable or wasted unless theo- 
logical and administrative competence is 
developed by us all in the National Coun- 
cil of Churches.” 


Theological Contribution 


Dr. Blake said a process had begun 
during the past three years to examine 
the whole council movement and its pro- 
grams theologically. He gave three illus- 
trations: 


“1. The practice of bringing to meetings 
of the general board some of the great 
theological voices of our churches: Nie- 
buhr, Tillich, Calhoun. This is to the end 
that the thought and discussions shall be 
deeply oriented in the best available in- 
sights into the nature of the gospel itself. 

“2. The Oberlin Conference, whicli 
marked the first and most promising en- 
trance of our council into the Faith and 
Order area, which until then had been 
avoided by us all in the American coun- 
cils. 

“3. The study of evangelism which, 
though not yet implemented by the 
churches, lays a foundation on which we 
can, if we will, build the kind of evange- 
listic structure and program that will 
stand all scrutiny and will win persons to 
Jesus Christ.” 


Dr. Blake predicted that the National 
Council, which last year organized a two- 
way visit of American and Russian 
churchmen, would carry out an inter- 
change with the Protestant churches of 
China whenever the Chinese churches de- 
sire it. 

He declared: 

“Let me remind you that the National 
Council during this triennium organized 
and made possible the deputation of Prot- 
estant church leaders in the Soviet Union, 
and their return visit, a project which 
worked out more fruitfully and to less 
criticism than any of us dared hope before 
the fact. But we did it as a council be- 
cause we thought it our Christian duty 
whatever the results in council support 
or council criticism. 


“Let me inform you that the National 
Council (here I make a prediction) will 
similarly arrange for the same reasons 
and to the same ends further visits, such 
as with the churches of China, whenever 
it appears that the Chinese churches 
themselves wish and are prepared for 
such a project.” 

Dr. Blake said the beginning of con- 
struction of the Interchurch Center in 
New York to house the National Council 
and other church boards and agencies 
was the “climatic accomplishment” of 
the past three years. 

He said he hoped it may be a ‘“‘symbol 
of the fact that there is no limit to what 
the Protestant and Orthodox Churches of 
our nation can do together when, even 
against odds, they decide they will.” 


Presbyterian Breach in 
Albany, Ga., Is Healing 


A breach among Presbyterians in Al- 
bany, Ga., caused by a move and a divi- 
sion of the congregation appears to be 
well on its way to healing. 

A recent dinner was given, when the 
Sessions of the First and Covenant 
churches came together in the latter 
church. 

Two years ago members of the congre- 
gation of First church voted to move from 
a downtown site to a five-acre tract in 
the western section of the city. A minor- 
ity disagreed and appealed to the Presby- 
tery of Southwest Georgia, which organ- 
ized the majority into a new church which 
took the name of Covenant. 

The recent joint meeting of the two 
sessions was the first time these officers 
had been together officially since the divi- 
sion by the presbytery. 

There are now five Presbyterian 
churches and one chapel in Albany—a 
fast growing city. With their ministers, 
they are as follows: Henderson (Paul 
Smith, pastor), First church (John W. 
McQueen), Westminster (Phil Dunford), 
Covenant (Marion G. Bradwell), C. K. 
Smith Memorial, a Negro (USA) church 
(M. F. Adams), Rood Park Chapel (no 
pastor). 
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A Christmas Meditation 





It All Began in Galilee 


LTHOUGH Jesus was born in Beth- 
lehem of Judea, his home was in 
Nazareth of Galilee. Here he spent at 
least nine-tenths of his life. Here, in the 
words of Luke, ‘“‘Jesus increased in wis- 
dom and stature and in favor with God 
and man.” He must have been deeply 
influenced by his experiences over the 
years in Galilee. They were the forma- 
tive years of his life. His broad knowl- 
edge of nature, and of human nature, of 
the ways of man, and the will of God, 
indicate that he did not miss much that 
went on around him each day of his life. 
Galilee was the northern province of 
Palestine, with Judea the southern prov- 
ince. Galilee had a separate administra- 
tion under Rome, and was much more 
exposed to the commerce in goods and 
ideas of that day. Caravans of trade as 
well as armies from the east and from 
Africa streamed across the plains of Gali- 
lee. In his Historical Geography of the 
Holy Land, George Adam Smith draws 
this interesting and informative contrast 
between Judea and Galilee: 


“Judea was on the road to nowhere ; 
Galilee is covered with roads to every- 
where.” 


Independent Spirit 


The Galileans had a reputation for in- 
dependence that neither the Romans nor 
the Judeans particularly relished. The 
Black Eagle of Rome was quartered in 
every city and in almost every village 
of Galilee, for there was likely to be 
trouble anytime, at any place, and for 
almost any reason. The sturdy highland- 
ers of Galilee caused the Romans as much 
trouble as the Scots caused the English 
at a later date. The Galileans were a 
vigorous, industrious, people, inured to 
hardship, and much at home and the 
shifting circumstances of the world. They 
were deeply religious, and were devout 
believers in the faith of their fathers. 
They made their pilgrimages to Jeru- 
salem and accepted the general leadership 
of the priesthood of the temple. 

Nazareth was one of the larger cities 
of Galilee. It lay within easy reach of 
the highways of commerce that linked 
North, East, and South. To live in Naza- 
reth was to see and feel the pulse of every 
important movement and trend in that 
corner of the world. Obviously the econ- 
omy of the city was interwoven with these 
routes of commerce. Carpenter shops, tax- 
gatherers, leather workers, fishermen, and 
farmers were dependent in some real way 
on the caravans that came and went. 





THE AUTHOR is minister of the First Meth- 
odist Church in Evanston, Illinois. 
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These caravans posed their own problem 
for Nazareth. They introduced a rough 
element in men who sought a little extra 
money or sport before they went on their 
way, or soldiers and guards who accom- 
panied the caravans. It is safe to say 
that not a day passed without people 
like these pausing before the carpenter 
shop and passing the time of day with 
the young carpenter in charge. In such 
circumstances it was no small feat to 
“increase in wisdom and stature and in 
favor with God and man.” 

. Thus the growing boy saw the world as 
it focused on Nazareth of Galilee. Here 
he lived and worked through all but the 
last three years of his life when he stepped 
quietly and decisively onto the stage of 
history. It was in Galilee that he found 
his way in the will of God. It was in 
Galilee that he gathered round him fel- 
low-Galileans as disciples, through whom 
and whose disciples, his influence moved 
far beyond Galilee, Jerusalem, and even 
Rome herself. Beginning in Galilee, the 
movement centering in his life and teach- 
ings has spread to the ends of the earth. 


History's Miracle 


Looking back on all this, do you won- 
der that he has been hailed one of the 
authentic miracles of history? We do 
well to celebrate it with great joy and 
thanksgiving not only during this glad 
Christmas season but every other day of 
our life. For who would attempt to meas- 
ure the difference the Christian faith has 
made in human affairs? When the al- 
ways-belittling man is through with his 
disparagement, when the easily-irritated 
person is through with his criticisms, 
when the cynic is through with his cyni- 
cism about the church and the behavior 
of church people, the glory of the Chris- 
tian tradition remains to be acknowledged 
and celebrated. 


What a tragedy—at least, what a 
pity—it is when men miss the glory 
of it all! 

As of old, wise men as well as common 
people approach him whose life and 
teachings are the beginning of it all. The 
wise men of old brought their exotic 
and symbolical gifts. The wise men of 
the modern world bring varied gifts, but 
all seek to praise him with the highest 
valuations they can command. Some seem 
to do much better than others at it! 

Irving Cobb called Jesus “the greatest 
gentleman that ever lived.” While that 
may well be true, it is woefully inade- 
quate as an explanation of his influence 
on men and history. 


Voltaire called him ‘‘an incomprehen- 
sible mystery.” While there is much 
about him we do not understand, incom- 
prehensible is hardly the word for him; 
immeasurable, perhaps, but not incom- 
prehensible. As a matter of fact, his 
teachings are searchingly simple and 
direct. His hearers protested them often 
enough, but seldom on the ground that 
they did not get his point; it was usually 
on the ground that his point had caught 
them dead-center—and they did not like 
it. 

Other judgments seem to come much 
closer to the mark. Spengler calls him 
“an incomparable figure.” Ibsen hails 
him “the greatest rebel that ever lived.” 
Will Durant concludes that he is ‘‘God’s 
highest incarnation.” Above all these I 
like that insight of another who calls 
him “a bringer of joy.” 


The Common People 


But long before the Magi had found 
their way to Jesus, the common people 
had brought their tribute of silent awe 
and quiet adoration. First of all from 
the outside world, according to gospel 
tradition, came the shepherds to the man- 
ger. They and their successors—his com- 
panions in his daily activities in Galilee 
—were the ones he knew best, from whom 
he learned the most, and to whom he 
turned for followers when he launched 
his public ministry. Their tributes are 
no less moving than those of the wise 
men. One of his humble followers said, 
“Lord, we have left all and followed 
thee.” A fisherman fresh from his boat 
refused to leave him, saying, ‘“To whom 
shall we go? Thou hast the words of 
eternal life.” Even an official spy brought 
this amazing report to his superiors, 
“Never man spake like this man.” The 
common people heard him gladly—then 
as now. 


That is the best reason why what 
began in Galilee has gone to the ends 
of the earth and will not rest until it 
has gone to the depths of every human 
heart. 

There are times when I find myself 
simply enjoying this cascade of superla- 
tives which rain down on Jesus Christ. 
Yet not for long. For how can he mean 
so much to so many, yet so little to so 
many more? If he deserves even a tenth 
of the praise heaped upon him, how is 
it that anyone can treat him as lightly or 
casually as so many of us do? If within 
the brief compass of his life he made so 
profound an impression on history that 
we gladly pivot our calendar on his birth, 
ought not loyalty to him make some 
equally tremendous difference in the lives 


5 








of those who profess it? Questions like 
these are so disturbing that I am in full 
agreement with C. S. Lewis that Jesus 
Christ is “a frightening alternative” to 
anyone who glimpses even from afar the 
one great reason why he made and will 
continue to make an all-important dif- 
ference in human life. 


The Power of Love 

This is the reason that transcends all 
others. He knew the power of love. Jesus 
believed love to be an unequalled power 
in human life, the only proper approach 
to a person whose life was all tangled up 
in sin, frustration, and despair. Far from 
being simply an emotion, love was the 
simplest form of direct action. When the 
good people of Jerusalem brought the 
harlot to him, they demanded action; they 
wanted to do something about it. They 
were all for stoning her at once—and they 
had the law on their side. Agreeing that 
something must be done, Jesus suggested 
two other kinds of immediate action, both 
born of love. First, he said, assuming 
she is to be stoned, ‘“‘He that is without 
sin, let him cast the first stone at her.” 
That took care of all of the sinners who 
had been masquerading as saints, but it 
left the one confessed sinner awaiting 
judgment. And when it came, it was 
action incandescent with love, “Go and 
sin no more.” 


This is no isolated instance of Jesus’ 


understanding of and reliance on the 
power of love. He believed it to be the 
only proper approach to injury, injustice 
and indignity. His faith in it shines 
through every line of the Sermon on the 
Mount. His parables are radiant with 
the human meaning of the love of God. 
It is not too much to say that all that he 
did and said was one long effort to in- 
terpret the meaning of love in life. 

It is beyond dispute that he let love 
be the only decisive power in his own 
life. And, let us never forget, it was a 
life of incessant action. The love in 
which he believed did not detach him 
from the world and consign him to mo- 
nastic isolation. It sent him abroad in the 
world “to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” His faith in love was so com- 
plete that he could face man at his worst 
and still love him for God’s sake. 


Whenever you are tempted to doubt 


the sheer power of love, read again the 
record of his last days on earth. 


It is equally clear that Jesus expected 
his followers to let love be the distinctive 
characteristic of their fellowship. Those 
who called him “Lord” were to be no 
ordinary company. They were to be ded- 
icated to and consecrated by the power 
of love in their common life. This, more 
than anything else, set them apart from 
the rest of the world even as it sent them 
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and have come... . 








\/HY were they wise? For one thing, because they acted on the vi- 
sion that had come to them. ‘’We have seen his star in the East, 
and have come to worship him.’ It is conceivable that others may 
have seen what they saw. If so, they are lost to history. Their vision 
paled in the light of day. It is not the light we see but the light we 
follow that makes us wise. The Wise Men were wise because they 
followed the gleam. They persevered. ‘We have seen his star. . 


—HAROLD C. PHILLIPS 








into the world. The love which sought 
expression in their life was more power- 
ful than loyalty to family, property, tra- 
dition, and country. It sat in judgment 
on all these and subordinated them to 
the will of God. Paul was merely report- 
ing what he had seen and experienced 
when he cried, “Love never faileth!” 
That was the experience of the early 
Christian community. 


Alternative 


This faith in and devotion to love as 
the only ultimate power in the world is 
indeed “‘a frightening alternative” to this 
or any other generation. It points up 
and out a way of life and a course of 
action startlingly different from the way 
we usually do things. Judged solely by 
our actions, we believe in many things, 
but love is seldom one of them, and when 
it is, it is only one of them and not the 
one that is fundamental to all else. Sens- 
ing the enormous difference between life 
as we live it and life as it would be lived 
in love, we draw back. We rationalize, 
we delay, we dodge and twist this way 
and that in our effort to avoid personal 
responsibility for the clear meaning of 
Love for life. 

Love is far less spectacular than its 
opposite number, hatred. Hatred is tragic 
spectacle on a grand scale. It is Hiro- 
shima, Nagasaki, and the Big Bombs of 
today. It is World War III which seems 
to lie all around us, waiting only the 
opportunity to spring on us. 

There is little or no spectacle about 
love. It is as simple as taking a child 
on one’s knee and seeing therein the 
Kingdom of God. It is as simple as giv- 
ing a cup of cold water, as interrupt- 
ing a journey to help someone in trouble, 
as meeting curses with prayers, as turn- 
ing the other cheek. Such things seem to 
be almost inconsequential when placed 
alongside Oak Ridge, Argonne Labora- 
tory and Yucca Flats. 


It Is Costly 

But Christian love, however simply it 
may be explained, is admittedly costly 
when taken seriously. That is why we 
shrink away from it. It is easier to do 
almost anything else than take it se- 
riously. It is easier to devise ways and 
means and systems for increasing the 
supply of material goods than it is to 
bring into being a system for distributing 
them in so equitable a fashion as to pro- 
mote the spirit of community and fra- 
ternity in the human family. The former 
calls for skill; the latter for love. 


A nation can possess all of the cele- 
brated “know-how” in the world, but 
if it has not love, it is nothing. 


It is much easier to carry out the dic- 
tates of hatred than those of love. It is 
far, far easier to get a world conflict 
going than a world community in opera- 
tion. We are reluctant to continue the 
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cost of a Point-Four program for build- 
ing a strong economic foundation under 
the lives of peoples everywhere, but get 
us properly excited by fear and hatred 
and we are willing to spend ten times 
as much further to wreck the stability 
of the world through war. And yet it is 
crystal-clear that we must finally make 
up our minds as to the direction we pro- 
pose to take. We cannot go in opposite 
directions at the same time. That, bas- 
ically, is why Jesus Christ must always 
be regarded as a “frightening alterna- 
tive” at that. Belief in and loyalty to him 
makes us choose, and that choice will be 
inspired by love for God and man. 


Like many of you, I am impressed by 
the splendid job done on religion by Life 
Magazine. Yet its lead editorial in a 
Christmas issue some years ago furnishes 
an excellent example of our human de- 
termination to have it both ways, to have 
Christianity, yet not have it; to believe 
in Jesus Christ, yet not believe in him; 
to call him the light and hope of the 
world, yet deny that he is actually rele- 
vant to this world. Wrote the editor: 

“Those who decide for Christianity find 
it the source of more light on the whole 
human situation, past, present and future, 
then they can possibly exhaust in a life- 
time. But it is an agonizing light. It 
shows mankind ‘stretched between earth 
and heaven,’ committed to both, at rest in 
neither. This is the first price of the 
Christian’s enlightenment. He carries the 
burden of impossible injunctions, such as 
the Sermon on the Mount, into situations 
where they do not fit and yet must not be 
forgotten, such as Korea.” 


Why should we try to deceive ourselves 
with this kind of loose thinking if not 
actual double talk? If the principles of 
the Sermon on the Mount do not fit in 
Korea or Hungary, they will not fit any- 
where, and the sooner we forget them the 
better it will be for all concerned. Hun- 
gary does not stand alone. It cannot be 
isolated from the rest of the human situ- 
ation. Hungary is a tragic symbol of the 
moral and spiritual bankruptcy as well 
as the stark menace of the policies and 
powers now in collision there. Hungary 
is a symbol of the pathetic need of man 
for confidence in something more power- 
ful than hatred and the sword. If the 
Sermon on the Mount is right, then these 
are wrong whether they occur in the Near 
East or in Cicero or in Evanston. If the 
Sermon on the Mount is right, then it is 
wrong and weak to meet hatred with 
hatred, threat with threat, and bomb with 
bomb. The way of strength lies in an- 
other direction but the governments of 
the nations cannot and will not take it 
until we enable them—yea, until we re- 
quire them—to do so. 


A National Policy 

What I have been saying is not so 
much an indictment of our power policy 
in all sections of the world today (though 
I confess that I am critical of it), as 
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it is a confession of sin on the part of 
us whose devotion to the cause of love 
in our common life is so fitful and weak 
that a national policy based on love is 
not now possible. Love will be a possi- 
bility for nations when it becomes a driv- 
ing power in the lives of people like us. 
That is why Jesus Christ is such “a 
frightening alternative.” He will not let 
us settle down here in our lovely churches 
and homes and communities and point 
the finger of either blame or responsi- 
bility at someone else and say, ‘‘He did 
it; he’s to blame.” We too have shared, 
and we share now in what happens and, 
if blame there is, we share in it too. 


And if ever there is to be a different 
kind of outlook for mankind, we will 
have a share in that too. 


The three large frescoes on the eastern 
entrance of Rockefeller Center in New 
York City post a warning to us. Two of 
them show labor in action and justly 
celebrate its contribution to civilization. 
The third depicts the ceaseless upward 
climb of humanity and bears these pro- 
vocative words: 

“Man’s ultimate destiny depends not on 
whether he can learn new lessons or make 
new discoveries and conquests, but on his 


acceptance of the lessons taught him close 
upon two thousand years ago.” 


Whether we are willing and able to 
carry on what began in Galilee depends 
upon the personal and collective decision 
and action of persons who profess to be 
followers of Christ. The magic of the 
Christmas season will serve as well if 
we treat it as an introduction, not a con- 
clusion, to the duty and the privilege of 
Christian discipleship. We bow in wor- 
ship to adore him, and that is all to the 
good if we rise determined to serve him 
forevermore. 


* * * 
HOW can we expect a harvest of thought 


who have not had a seedtime of char- 
acter? —HENRyY Davin THOREAU. 


“Defenders” Call for 
Minister's Horsewhipping 


NOTE—Richmond newspapers did not re- 
port this development.—Eds. 


ARLINGTON, Va. (RNS)—A segrega- 
tionist group publicly called here for the 
horsewhipping of a Unitarian minister 
who has criticized opponents of Supreme 
Court decisions. 

The Arlington unit of the Defenders 
of State Sovereignty and Individual Lib- 
erty distributed several thousand copies 
of a broadside which reprinted an edi- 
torial from a Richmond newspaper at- 
tacking Ross Allen Weston, 38, pastor 
of Arlington Unitarian church. To the 
editorial from the Richmond News-Lead- 
er was appended a “social note” which 
said “use of the horsewhip is still legal.” 

Mr. Weston, who has become a storm 
center in the growing tension between seg- 
regationists and churchmen in northern 
Virginia, said, ‘“This does not scare me. 
I will continue to fight for integration 
from my pulpit and in every other way 
possible.” 

The editorial in the Richmond paper 
declared that “up in Arlington a Uni- 
tarian minister is racking up publicity 
by denouncing those who believe in sep- 
arate schools as . . . totalitarians, bigots, 
fanatics and obedient cogs in the Byrd 
political machine.” The editorial went 
on to criticize Mr. Weston. 

The note appended to the editorial re- 
print by the Defenders said: “It is now 
open season on squirrels. There is no 
bag limit on the two-legged variety this 
season... .” 

“Hunting with firearms or bow and 
arrow is prohibited in Arlington county 
but the use of the horsewhip is still legal 
and most effective,” the Defenders said, 
“and the 4400 block of Arlington Boule- 
vard is not a state-protected game pre- 
serve.” 

Mr. Weston’s church and parsonage 
are located in that block. 
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Christmas, 1957 


To Our Friends and 
Loyal Supporters 
Everywhere 


We Wish for You and Yours 
A Joyous Christmas 


The Staff of 
The Presbyterian Outlook 





A Real Gain 


The longtime favorable support and 
attitude of John Sutherland Bonnell of 
New York toward Billy Graham’s cam- 
paigns will not discount his appraisal of 
the recent New York City effort, though 
other people will doubtless be more qual- 
ified in their praise. 

The minister of the Fifth Avenue 
church sees some defects too, chiefly that 
of an overemphasis on statistics. His fig- 
ures bear little resemblance to those sent 
‘out from the headquarters office. For in- 
stance, he says the figure of 60,000 deci- 
sions is “quite inaccurate and should be 
discarded.” 

On the favorable side, he sees: (1) 


Several thousand persons becoming af- 
filiated with the city’s churches; (2) A 
marked increase in Protestant unity and 
inter-church cooperation; (3) A definite 
lift to Protestant morale; (4) In many 
churches a growth in church attendance, 
Bible study groups and other organiza- 
tions. 

But note this result particularly: (5) 
ministers are now preaching with a great- 
er simplicity and directness. 

If true to any observable extent, this 
is a great gain. 


To Far East 


BLOOMINGTON, ILL. (RNS)—Harold R. 
Martin, Moderator of the Presbyterian, 
USA, General Assembly, left here for the 
Philippines, Hong Kong, Korea and 
Japan where he will visit operations aid- 
ed and sponsored by his denomination. 
He was accompanied by Mrs. Martin. 


The clergyman will be back at Second 
Presbyterian church here on Christmas 





and prodigal giving. 


pleasures. 


souls. 





A CHRISTIAN CHRISTMAS 


It is not a time of strain and hurry or worry. 


It is not a season of perfunctory and compulsory, haphazard 
It is not an orgy of eating and drinking, a carnival of sensuous 


It is a time when the mind is tranquilized and steadied by the 
thought of what the coming of Christ means to restless, troubled 


It is a season of great and tender thoughtfulness for others; 





when the heart leaps in eagerness to make some return for God’s 
unspeakable gifts; when the fine art of giving wisely and in ac- 
cordance with one’s means is bravely practiced; when love’s large- 
ness may be only a word, a thought, a greeting; when the unfor- 
tunate and unblessed, the lonely and wounded are remembered 
first of all. 


It is a time of brooding over the wonder and mystery of Christ; 
when we fix firmly in our hearts the central fact of history—that 
God poured the fullness of his own life into Jesus; that he lives 
and loves, pities and saves; that we may dwell in ever richer fellow- 
ship with him as the Christmas seasons come and go. 


This is a Christian Christmas. 
—aAuthor Unknown. 
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“__ AND LAID HIM IN A MANGER” & 


Meditation for Christmas : 
s By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


% 
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5 SONS NSOSIISIISIISSISS IASI 


ANY are the symbols of our holy 

religion. We have the bread, we 
have the wine, we have the dark-stained 
cross. No less simple than the others, 
no less fraught with meaning, in these 
days the symbol dearest to our minds is 
the manger. 

It is to this our thoughts have turned; 
around this our songs have been sung. 
Like the bread, the wine, the cross, the 
lamb, the shepherd’s crook, this symbol 
comes not from the palaces of wealth and 
power but from the humble life of the 
poor. Those who live the comfortable life 
of the city may never have seen a manger. 
It is a clumsy thing, just a few boards 
nailed together carelessly, rubbed smooth 
by the jaws of the cattle who eat there, 
smelling of hay and straw. Just some 
kind of rack to hold food for cattle, that 
is all. And yet of all objects in the 
world, it is to a manger that the hearts 
of the Christian world are turning in 
these December days. 

Mary laid Jesus in a manger, not the 
luxurious bassinet of today, gay with rib- 
bons and with lace; not the clean white 
bed of the hospital, not even the crude 
worn crib of the poor, its paint rubbed 
off, its sides often mended; not even that, 
but a manger, in the dirt and the dark 
of a barn. 

Things have tongues and voices, and 
they speak to us if we will listen. Pick 
up a baby’s shoe—the baby may now 
have grown to man’s estate, or he may 
have slipped across the dark river long 
ago; but the little shoe brings back the 
child as he was, his laughter and his tears 
again. Pick up a workman’s hammer, 
a school-book, a shot-gun, a lace hand- 
kerchief; does not each speak its own 
language, is not each one eloquent of the 
owner who used it? 

So that old manger speaks to us today. 
Shall we meditate on the bread, the wine, 
shall we see deep meaning in the cross, 
and not meditate also on the manger, first 
of all objects on earth to be used by our 
Lord ? 


TRANGE .. . strange are the ways 

of God. Into the world was coming 
a Life the like of which had not been 
seen and has not been seen again; on that 
first Christmas the very life of God was 
entering this world; this was the begin- 
ning of the translation of the eternal 
mysteries of the Divine into the language 
of the human. If you had invented the 
story, if you had been writing it, the 
story of a God who left a throne to live 
among men as a man, a God who holds 
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in his hand the stars and yet is born by 
starlight—I say if you had been imagin- 
ing such a story, what object on earth 
would you have had him first touch and 
use P 

The son of the Japanese Emperor, at 
his birth, is surrounded by attendants 
who see to it that his tiny hand, born to 
rule, touches first of all a sword. Shall 
Jesus, born to more than imperial power, 
first reach out and touch a sword? Teach- 
er of teachers, will you have him in his 
cradle fondle the scrolls of ancient wis- 
dom? Healer of flesh and mind diseased, 
will you fancy him laid first between 
cool, clean sheets in a room of quiet and 
of peace? No. The story was not in- 
vented, God wrote it as it was. Of all the 
myriad objects earth holds, the first that 
was Offered for his use was nothing of 
power or of learning or of beauty, it was 
something you never would have thought 
of at all ... just an old manger in a 
country barn. 

That manger is eloquent. It speaks of 
the inevitable disappointments, the anti- 
climaxes of life. Don’t you think there 
must have been a real cradle back at 
Nazareth? You can imagine Joseph the 
skilled carpenter, in the long months 
when he knew the baby was coming, 
working and cutting and measuring and 
fitting and polishing, to make the best 
cradle he had ever made. You may imag- 
ine Mary working late at night to line 
that cradle with cloth of her own weav- 
ing. How many hours Joseph and Mary 
had hung over that cradle together, the 
empty new cradle after it was finished, 
dreaming dreams of the child that one 
day should rest within it. But the edict 
of the Caesar went forth, and so the 
cradle was left behind on the journey to 
Bethlehem. And now the cradle is still 
waiting in the cold empty house at Naza- 
reth, and the little boy for whom it was 
made is a hundred miles away, lying in 
a manger, in the wind and the dark and 
the cold. 


O DIFFERENT was the baby’s 

birth from anything Mary might have 
expected. Her son was to be a King. 
Perhaps she had whispered the secret to 
the neighbors. Surely she had friends in 
Nazareth who were looking forward with 
her to the joyous day, and had promised 
to help when her hour of pain should 
come. But now the friends are not there 

. no one is there but helpless Joseph, 
and no one else in Bethlehem cares. No 
one in Bethlehem offers the corner of a 
room, or even a bed. The child’s birth 


was to have been an occasion of rejoic- 
ing; the home in Nazareth would have 
looked its best, all the neighbors would 
have sent their love. But now everything 
is so sordid, so miserable, so cold. 

Strange are the ways of God. ... Yet 
not so strange. For the manger speaks 
to us: You who find life full of disap- 
pointments, you for whom the glamor of 
life so quickly fades, you who pursue 
rainbows only to see them vanish, you 
who cherish the rare blue flower of the 
Ideal, blooming tenderly in the dawn of 
hope, but shriveling in the cold rainy 
morning of realities—you need not won- 
der whether God knows your disappoint- 
ments, your disillusionments, your tears. 
He knows, he knows. In that life where 
the eternal and divine most fully wrought 
in that which is human and mortal, in 
the life of the Lord Jesus, the very first 
object of his use was itself a symbol of 
disappointment. 

Look at me—the manger seems to say 
—look at me; I am only a manger, I 
should have been a softly-lined cradle, 
I should have been pillowed with down, 
I should have been in a warm and cheer- 
ful room, bright faces should have bent 
above me. But now there is only the 
windy dark, the faces have vanished, 
there is nothing to soften my boards but 
straw... . If there i is a smile on Mary’s 
lips as she looks at the child, when she 
looks at the manger there is a tear. 


IFE is like that. When the lights 

are bright upon the Christmas tree, 
when the sound of Christmas carols fills 
the air, will you not miss a single face, 
a single voice? Is there no thought of 
a might-have-been? Is there some shad- 
ow on your hearth that no Christmas 
candles can quite dispel? The smiles of 
life are underlaid with heartaches; the 
sweetness of earth’s joys have yet the 
tang of tears seven times salt. Men and 
women of the lonely roads, the sleepless 
nights, men and women whose sorrows’ 
crown of sorrows is remembering the 
dream that might have been—can find 
that such things cannot shut out the 
Savior. 

It was to such a life that he came. His 
heart beats with every burdened heart, 
his tears are mingled with our own. His 
mother, who had dreamed of so much 
better welcome for her first-born, had to 
lay him in a manger. 
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“The Church of God is an enduring institution; 
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Tension With Communists 


BERLIN (RNS)—Bishop Otto Dibelius 
said in a recent sermon in East Berlin 
that East Germans want to be delivered 
from Communistic oppression. 

The head of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany attacked Communistic at- 
tempts to indoctrinate youth and prayed 
for Pastor Siegfried Schmutzler, who was 
sentenced to five years hard labor by an 
East German court in Leipzig for alleged 
anti-State activities. 

Student groups, civic organizations 
and political parties throughout West 
Germany meanwhile protested the sen- 
tencing of Pastor Schmutzler, Evangelical 
chaplain to students in Leipzig. They 
called the sentence a “terror verdict to 
silence the church.” 

In the Soviet Zone, tension between the 
Communists and Evangelical church has 
mounted. Communists continue to hold 
demonstrations against the “reactionary 
attitude” of the churches, particularly at- 
taking the opposition to atheistic youth 
dedication ceremonies. 


The synod of the Evangelical Union 
Church, meeting in East Berlin, unani- 
mously reaffirmed its support of Bishop 
Dibelius. More than 100 East and West 
German church leaders attending the ses- 
sions said Communist attacks on Bishop 
Dibelius and directives preventing him 
from entering the Soviet Zone were “out- 
rageous.” 


Pastor Erich Hein, of Magdeburg, East 
Germany, died of a heart attack while 
being interrogated by the public prosecu- 
tor there. He was an official of the Evan- 
gelical Church of Saxony. 

Church officials had pleaded with the 
prosecutor’s office not to subject the 55- 
year-old clergyman to questions because 
he was in poor health. 

Pastor Hein was being interrogated in 
connection with proceedings by Com- 
munist authorities against two Evange- 
lical Church officials arrested late in 
October on charges of currency smug- 
gling. 





MODERATOR’S ITINERARY 





Presbyterian, U. S., Assembly 
William M. Elliott, Jr., Moderator 
3821 University Blvd., Dallas 5, Texas 


Jan 5, First church, Gastonia, N. C., a. m.; 
Covenant church, Charlotte, N. C., p. m. 
Jan. 6, Interchurch Relations Committee, At- 
lanta. 

Jan. 9, World Missions Conference, Ernest 
Myatt church, Raleigh, N. C. 

Feb. 9-11, Central church, Atlanta. 

Feb. 20, Trinity church, Montgomery, Ala. 

Feb. 21-23, South Highland church, Birming- 
ham, Ala. 

Mar. 4, Men of Arkansas, Little Rock. 

Mar. 14-16, Huntington, W. Va. 
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Catholic Archbishop 
Writes to Baptists 


ATLANTA, GA. (RNS)—Roman Catho- 
lic Archbishop Gerald P. O’Hara, Bishop 
of Savannah, sent a 28-page reply to a 
request by a Southern Baptist committee 
for an explanation of Catholic doctrine. 

His letter, addressed to Dick Houston 


Hall, editor of The Christian Index, or- 
gan of the Georgia Baptist Convention, 
dealt with the claim of the Catholic 
Church to be the one, true church estab- 
lished by Christ. 

The letter was the second from the 
archbishop, who is Apostolic Delegate to 
Great Britain, since the Atlanta Associa- 
tion of Baptist Churches named a special 
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committee in 1955 to answer a pastoral 
letter in which the prelate called for a 
campaign by Catholics to educate non- 
Catholics and pray for their conversion. 
Archbishop O’Hara wrote that Christ 
established the church and not “church- 
es” and that there can be no second 
independent community distinct from it. 
“In what would the difference lie?” 
his letter asked. “Not in doctrine, legit- 
imately, for our Lord has already en- 
trusted to this community (the Catholic 
Church) whatsoever he has commanded. 
If a new community were to arise, teach- 
ing part of Christ’s Revelation, which the 
other had omitted, then our Lord’s prom- 
ise of the Holy Spirit ‘to guide you unto 
all truth’ would have failed.” 
Archbishop O’Hara quoted from the 
King James Version of the Bible in his 
reply. He sent it before returning to 
Britain from a visit to his diocese. 


Court Charges Dismissed 
Against Virginia Men 


ARLINGTON, VA. (RNS) — Charges 
against three Negro clergymen accused 
of violating a Virginia segregation law 
were dismissed here by County Circuit 
Judge Paul E. Brown. The ministers 
had sat in a section reserved for whites 
at a political meeting in a public school 
auditorium here. 

Judge Brown held that the clergymen 
were arrested before the meeting began. 

“Tf anybody thinks I am going to con- 
vict these ministers for sitting in a meet- 
ing before the meeting began they are 
badly mistaken,” he said. 

Earlier, Judge Brown dismissed 
charges against two white Quaker women 
who took seats in the Negro section of 
the meeting “to show how they felt” 
when they saw the Negro clergymen being 
arrested. —The women were freed when 
the arresting officers failed to appear in 
court. 

The three clergymen had said they 
would challenge the constitutionality of 
the state’s segregated seating law if con- 
victed. Among the men was Thomas 
Archie Robinson, 67, stated clerk of the 
Presbytery of Southern Virginia (Pres- 
byterian, USA). 

The ministers praised the police who 
arrested them for their politeness and 
said that a number of white persons who 
had gathered outside police headquarters 
while they were arraigned came forward 
and congratulated them for the courage 
of their stand. 
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BROTHERS THROUGH CHRIST 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for December 29, 1957 
Philemon. Printed Text: vss. 1-16 


Brothers through Christ. Is it an ideal 
to which men pay lip-service, or is it a 
solid and enduring reality? Paul, a pris- 
oner in Rome, determined to put the mat- 
ter to the test. 

The test revolved around a slave named 
Onesimus. The Roman Empire was built 
on slave labor—all ancient civilizations 
accepted slavery as an essential condition 
of their existence. And in the Roman 
Empire the slave was considered a chat- 
tel, a mere instrument with no human 
rights. 


“The master could inflict any punish- 
ment he pleased, could torture and maim, 
could break up servile family connections, 
could crucify. The worst slaves worked 
in the country in the ergastulum. Runa- 
way slaves met with frightful punishment 
when caught. A slave’s evidence could 
only be given under torture [otherwise it 
was expected that he would not tell the 
truth]. We read of masters crucifying 
their slaves after previously cutting out 
their tongues; for a paltry offence cutting 
off their hands or throwing them as food 
to the lampreys, or compelling them to 
fight in the amphitheatre.” (S. Angus: The 
Environment of Early Christianity) 


The Human Problem 


Onesimus was a slave in the house- 
hold of Philemon, a wealthy man in 
Colossae, near Ephesus, and one of 
Paul’s converts from heathenism. 

One day he took it into his head to 
steal some money from his master, and 
when discovery was imminent, he took 
what was perhaps the natural course and 
yet a most dangerous one: he fled from 
his master’s house. In the course of time 
he came to Rome, the natural goal of 
every restless soul, “that receptacle for 
everything that is sordid and degrading 
from every quarter of the globe,” ac- 
cording to the Latin historian, Tacitus. 
And there he met Paul. 


“Was it an accidental encounter with 
his fellow-townsman, Epaphras (pastor 
of the church in Colossae), in the streets 
of Rome, which led him to Paul’s quar- 
ters? Was it the pressure of want which 
induced him to seek alms from one whose 
large-hearted charity must have been a 
household word in his master’s family? 
Or did the memory of solemn words, 
which he had chanced to overhear at those 
weekly gatherings in the upper chamber 
at Colossae haunt him in his loneliness, 
till yielding to the fascination he was 
constrained to unburden himself to the 
one man who could soothe his terrors and 
satisfy his yearnings? Whatever motive 
may have drawn him to the Apostle’s side, 
whether the pangs of hunger or the gnaw- 
ings of conscience, when he was once 
within the range of attraction, he could 
Not escape. He listened, was impressed, 
was convinced, was baptized.” (Lightfoot) 


Then Paul told Onesimus that he must 
return to Philemon to make restitution 
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for his wrongs. It was not an easy thing 
for Paul to say. He had learned to love 
Onesimus like a brother. Sending him 
away was like tearing out his own heart 
(vs. 12). More than that, if Onesimus 
returned, he was absolutely at the mercy 
of his master. 

“Roman law, more cruel than the 
Athenian, practically imposed no limits 
to the power of the master over his slaves. 
The alternative of life or death rested 
solely with Philemon, and slaves were 
constantly crucified for far lighter of- 
fenses than his. A thief and a runaway, he 
had no claim for forgiveness.” 

But Paul undertook to intercede for 
Onesimus. He sent Tychicus, the bearer 
of letters from the Apostle to Ephesus 
and Colossae, to act as mediator. And 
by the hand of Tychicus or Onesimus 
himself he sent the priceless letter which 
now bears the name of Philemon, the only 
one of Paul’s private letters which has 
been preserved. Its contents were so rev- 
olutionary that it was passed from hand 
to hand, from church to church, and so 
finally found its way into the New Testa- 
mént, where it will be read and prized 
forever. 


Address 


The letter opens with an address, ac- 
cording to the form of the day, identify- 
ing the one who writes and the one to 
whom it is sent, and conveying a greeting. 
As translated by Phillips in his Letters 
to Young Churches, it reads as follows: 

“Paul, prisomer for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, and brother Timothy to Philemon 
our fellow-worker, Apphia our sister, and 
Archippus who is with us in the fight; 
to the church that meets in your house— 
grace and peace be to you from God our 
Father and from the Lord, Jesus Christ.” 

Paul associates Timothy with himself 
in the sending of the letter, as he does 
in so many of his letters, though it is 
very plain that he is the sole writer. He 
addresses the letter to his beloved friend 
and fellow-worker, Philemon; his wife, 
Apphia; and their son, Archippus, who, 
in Phillips’ striking phrase, is “with us 
in the fight.” In the first three centuries 
congregations were accustomed to as- 
semble in the homes of the wealthier 
members, because they had the larger ac- 
commmodations. Paul wishes to be remem- 
bered to the congregation that meets reg- 
ularly in Philemon’s home, and so he in- 
cludes them also in the address, though 
it is quite plain that the letter is written 
to the one man to whom he is looking 
for a decision. 

The greeting invokes upon Philemon 
and those associated with him the gra- 
cious favor of God: grace, the source of 


every blessing; and peace, the crown and 
consummation of every blessing. Such a 
blessing he recognizes must come from 
the double source—God, our Father, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, from Jesus, that is, 
who is not only the promised Messiah or 
Christ, but also the Lord of our lives. 


Thanksgiving and Prayer 

The thanksgiving and prayer which 
follows the address, as they do in prac- 
tically all of Paul’s letters, also belong 
to the epistolary convention of the time. 

Paul follows the customary form of his 
day, but always manages to give this part 
of his letter more than a conventional 
significance (cf. Rom. 1:6-15; 1 Cor. 
1:4-9 etc.). Here he thanks God, not 
for Philemon’s health, or his wealth, but 
for his possession of the great Christian 
virtues, love and faith directed both to- 
wards the Lord Jesus and his fellow- 
believers in Christ. The word “saint” 
was a word applied to all members of 
the church, indicating that they had sep- 
arated themselves from the world, and 
had separated themselves unto God. Evi- 
dently in Philemon’s case he had some 
special ground for thanksgiving, some 
particular manifestation of his love or 
charity. It is this to which he refers in 
verse 7. “Paul was quick to mark the 
tenacious in remembering such acts of 
grace” (cf. 2 Tim. 1:15-18). 

The prayer, somewhat obscurely ex- 
pressed, is found in verse 6. It is a 
prayer for the further development of his 
spiritual insight. We might paraphrase 
it as follows: “I pray that the faith 
which you hold in common with us all 
may work out in a clear intuition of 
every good thing that bring us into union 
with Christ.” That is an ideal which 
all of us need to hold before ourselves. 
No one of us is sensitive enough to recog- 
nize all that “the good that is ours in 
Christ” (Rsv) would require of us in the 
way of Christian living. Would that the 
Apostle Paul were present to remind us 
as he reminded Philemon, or that we 
would listen with open minds to those 
who seek to remind us at the present time. 


The Request 

This thanksgiving, this prayer leads 
Paul naturally to the special request 
which has occasioned his writing. In the 
body of the letter which follows he pleads 
with Philemon with all the weapons 
which love may command that he take 
the runaway slave into his confidence 
again; that he receive him with all affec- 
tion; that he regard him no more as a 
slave but as a brother; that he treat him 
with the same consideration, the same 
love which he entertains for the Apostle 
himself. He offers on his part to guaran- 
tee Philemon against any loss incurred 
through Onesimus. And to give his guar- 
antee legal validity he signs it in proper 
form (vs. 19). At the same time he would 
obviously have been bitterly disappointed 
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if Philemon had accepted this offer from 
the man who had brought him to Christ. 

It was a good deal to ask of an in- 
jured master, to forgive a runaway slave 
under the conditions of the time, but 

“Paul believes that the Christian sen- 
timents of Philemon, particularly toward 
one who is now a fellowChristian will 
override the natural resentment and class 
feeling of the employer and lead him to 
regard Onesimus in a wholly new relation. 
This is all he expressly asks. He does 
not request Onesimus’ emanicipation, but, 
on the other hand, he does hint (vs. 14) 
that if it were to occur to Philemon to 
send Onesimus back to him, it would be 
greatly appreciated. Philemon would 
doubtless like to be of use to his friend. 
He cannot be with him in prison; perhaps 
he would like Onesimus to act as his 
deputy” (Lightfoot). 

“Confident of your obedience,” Paul 
adds, “I write to you, knowing that you 
will do even more than I say. At the 
same time, prepare a guest room for me, 
for I am hoping through your prayers to 
be granted to you.” 


The Closing Salutation 

Paul closes his letter in the usual way 
with personal matters, greetings and ben- 
ediction. Paul sends greetings from the 
same group of friends as in Colossians 
(written at the same time), except Jesus 
Justus. We are particularly glad to see 
also that he has the company and as- 





We are proud of our record of 
over half a century in supplying 
insurance at low cost to churches, 
clergymen and church members. 
Equal Annual Payment Installments 
Non Assessable Policy 
FIRE LIGHTNING WINDSTORM 
HAIL EXTENDED COVERAGE 


NATIONAL MUTUAL CHURCH 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


141 W. Jackson Bivd., Chicago 4, Ill. 








sistance of Lule, his beloved physician. 
Paul closes by invoking the gracious 
favor of the Lord Jesus Christ not on 
his possessions but on his spirit, which 
will determine the value that his posses- 
sions will have for his soul. 


The Value of the Letter 


There are many things that interest us 
in this letter, but the one thing that 
stands out is the fact that the apostle will 
allow nothing to stand in the way of 
Christian brotherhood. Onesimus is a 
slave, a runaway slave and a thief; none- 
theless Paul does not patronize Ones- 
imus, as we so often patronize those 
whom we consider our social inferiors. 
Instead he takes him to his heart. And 
when he writes to Philemon who has the 
power of life and death over his slave, 
he does not ask him to treat him consid- 
erately as a Southern planter might have 
been expected a few generations ago to 
treat his Negro chattel; he suggests that 
he should treat him as a brother beloved. 

Along with this letter to Philemon, 
Paul sent a letter to the church at Colos- 
sae, of which Philemon was a member. 
In it he wrote, and Philemon heard as it 
was read in the services in his home: 
“Put on the new nature, which is being 
renewed in knowledge after the image of 
its Creator—here there cannot be Greek 
and Jew, circumcision and uncircum- 
that John Mark is at his side—John 
Mark who once upon a time deserted him, 
whom Paul had been unwilling to take 
with him on his following journey; and 
cision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free 
man but Christ is all and in all’ (Col. 
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3:10-11). 

Some of us may be disappointed that 
Paul does not explicity condemn the in- 
stitution of slavery. It may be that he 
took for granted the social organization 
of his day, just as so many of us take for 
granted the social organization of our 
own day in spite of its many abuses. Cer- 
tainly an attack on the institution would 
have brought a quick end to his ministry. 
The danger of an uprising of the slaves 
was too great to allow the Roman govern- 
ment to permit any attack on the insti- 
tution of slavery. But Paul does some- 
thing that is better than a mere attack on 
slavery, which at that time would cer- 
tainly have fallen on deaf ears. He lays 
down Christian principles which, if acted 
upon, must ultimately mean the righting 
of all social abuses. The idea of brother- 
hood indicated by Paul in this letter is 
opposed not only to the whole conception 
and practice of human slavery, but to all 
other racial, social and economic in- 
justices. Once we realize that we are 
brothers in Christ, we cannot be satisfied 
with any social organization which al- 
lows the abasement of human personality. 

As we read this precious little letter 
we wonder what sort of color line, if any, 
Paul would draw if he lived in the 
United States today? What would his 
conception about Christian brotherhood 
do to our present race relationships, our 
present race discrimination? What dif- 
ference would Paul’s idea of Christian 
brotherhood make in the relations of em- 
ployers and employees, labor and capital ? 
What influence would it bear in inter- 
national relationships? We wonder, too, 
if real human brotherhood will be pro- 
duced in any other way, if there can be 
true brotherhood unless it is brotherhood 
in Christ. 

But what about Philemon? Did he 
measure up to Paul’s hopes, or did he 
fail when the interests of his class clashed 
with the claims of Christian brother- 
hood ? 

We are not told. But there can be little 
doubt about it. If Philemon had not done 
as Paul asked, as the good he had re- 
ceived from Christ would suggest to him, 
this priceless letter would not have been 
preserved. Forced to choose, Philemon 
took the way of Christian brotherhood. 

God grant that we may do the same. 
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BOOK NOTES 


Of Special Interest 


THE OXFORD DICTIONARY OF THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH. F. L. Cross, Editor. 
Oxford University Press, New York. 1492 
pp., $17.50. A monumental work dealing 
with 6,000 topics. Naturally, it is Anglican 
in general tone. Note: You are told briefly 
about the Anglo-Catholic Church Times but 
not about the British Weekly. Still, the book 
is a valuable reference work, designed to 
stand beside earlier Oxford Dictionaries. 


ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS COMES OF 
AGE. By a Co-Founder. Harper & Bros., 
New York. 335 pp., $4.00. The story of 
the background and remarkable development 
of a highly important movement. 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND THE SON 
OF MAN (A Study in the History of Reli- 
gion). By Rudolf Otto. Starr King Press, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 407 pp., $6.50. A reprint of the 
substantially revised edition of 1943, in 
which the late author’s study of the ‘’Mes- 
sianic self-consciousness’”’ has been of par- 
ticular significance. 


SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DYNAMICS. 
By Pitirim Sorokin. Porter Sargent Publisher, 
Boston. 721 pp., $7.50. Abridged and re- 
vised version of an original 4-volume work, 
giving the essence of the author’s analysis 
of the personalities, events, trends, and be- 
liefs which have gone into the making of 
our Civilization. 


MAKING ETHICAL DECISIONS. By How- 
ard Clark Kee. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. 96 pp., $1.00. Another in the 
valuable Layman’s Theological Library. 


A FAITH FOR THE NATIONS. By Charles 
W. Forman. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
94 pp., $1.00. Presbyterian author and for- 
mer missionary to India, now on the Yale 
Divinity School faculty, focuses on the Chris- 
tian faith and its offer to all mankind. An 
important addition to the Layman’s Theo- 
logical Library. 


CHRISTMAS TITLES 


CHRISTMAS SONGS AND THEIR STOR- 
IES. By Herbert H. Wernecke. Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia. 128 pp., $2.50. A de- 
lightful book giving the background of 54 
carols and Christmas songs. 


THE HAWTHORN BOOK OF CHRISTMAS 
CAROLS. Cyril Taylor, Editor. Hawthorn 
Books, New York. 79 pp., $3.95. Words, 
music and background (along with some 
beautiful illustrations) of 32 carols. 





AN INTRODUCTION TO THE APOCRY- 
PHA. By Bruce M. Metzger. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, New York, 274 pp., $4.00. 

The Apocrypha to the Old Testament 
is rarely read by Presbyterians. It con- 
sists of books written by the Jews deal- 
ing from a period later than the Old 
Testament and continuing up to the time 
of our Lord. It thus provides an im- 
portant part of the background to the 
New Testament. The Apocrypha has 
never been counted by the Reformed 
Churches as a part of Scripture; how- 
ever, it is important that the Apocrypha 
be read. Luther described the books as 
“profitable and good to read” (quoted on 
p. 183). The Roman Catholic Church 
has, of course, taken them as Scripture. 
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This book by Professor Metzger, of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, appears 
at an opportune moment, viz., the publi- 
cation of the Revised Standard Version 
of the Apocrypha. Dr. Metzger was him- 
self the secretary of the committee re- 
sponsible for the new translation. There 
are many simple introductions to the Old 
and New Testaments, but none to the 
Apocrypha, and the issuing of this book 
is most welcome. Dr. Metzger discusses 
each of the books of the Apocrypha in 
turn, giving not only details of how they 
came to be written and of their charac- 
teristic religious viewpoint but also an 
analysis of each. These accounts are 
based on a wide knowledge of recent 
scholarship and are wise, lucid, and re- 
liable. The only criticism on this score 
lies in the way in which the author has 
proportioned his material. Tobit, Judith, 
The Wisdom of Solomon and Ecclesias- 
ticus each receive the same space, yet 
surely the latter two are much more im- 
portant; while an analysis is imperative 
in their case yet the other two are so 
readable that there is no need to provide 
a summary of their contents. The book 
concludes with three important chapters 
on the connection of the Apocrypha and 
the New Testament, on its use within the 
church and on its influence on the arts. 
There is also a valuable bibliography for 
those who are interested to read more 
widely. 

ERNEST BEsT. 
Austin, Texas. 


MARX MEETS CHRIST. By Frank Wilson 
Price. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 167 
pp., 176 pp., $3.50. 

Dr. Price is a second-generation Pres- 
byterian, U. S., missionary who in Chi- 
nese clothes and conversation has been 
taken for Chinese by Chinese themselves. 
He is well known as General Assembly 
Moderator for 1953-4. (He is now di- 
rector of the Missionary Research Li- 
brary, New York.) Most readers of this, 
his latest book, will take him for what 
he is: a distinguished Christian scholar 
and evangelist who has put a lot of his 
life into explaining Americans and Chi- 
nese to each other. Marx Meets Christ 
goes into the wider picture of Christianity 
and Communism. It includes enough ex- 
amples from Dr. Price’s own encounters 
with Chinese Christians and Chinese 
communists to make the book more than 
just another summary of the two com- 
plex movements. 

The approach is to contrast the two 
ways of life by comparing their founders, 
their ideas, their systems as found in 
practice, and their faith. The clear, un- 
exciting style covers vast ground. People 
who are already Christians but do not 
know the theory and history of Marxism 
will find a very great deal of interesting 
and accurate detail indeed, well put to- 
gether into small space. 


Readers ought to be ready, however, 
to do some thinking about Dr. Price’s use 
of words and phrases like “our revolu- 
tionary age,” “the most dynamic eco- 
nomic movement of the 20th century,” 
“Communist democracy,” “revolutionary 
outlook,” “humanitarian,” “socialist,” 
“power to move masses” “revolutionary 
leadership,” “mass movement” and so on. 

This is especially true since Dr. Price 
himself makes it cystal-clear that “for 
contemporary Marxists, power is the ul- 
timate good, and power is far more cen- 
tralized than on any ancient throne,” 
that through them there “runs undis- 
guised the motif of hate.” He is per- 
fectly aware, too, that the Communist 
“revolution,” like Hitler’s, can be thought 
of as quite the opposite of progress— 
that mankind may be moving “back to- 
ward destructive outbursts of paranoid 
societies and cruel murderous methods 
of political development.” 

We have very nearly reached the point 
where everybody thinks catholic means 
Roman Catholic, simply because one of 
the most narrow, exclusive and uncatholic 
branches of Christendom has latched onto 
the word until we unconsciously use it 
in the way they want us to. One measure 
of Communism’s practical success to date 
is that it has gotten even its enemies 
actually referring to “Communist de- 
mocracy” and thinking of Communism 
as a “mass movement.” Your moon or 
your mind, the Communists aim to own 
both—lock, stock and barrel. It won’t 
pay you to underestimate how far along 
they are on either project. 

KENNETH J. FOREMAN, JR. 
Seoul, Korea. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


Beliefs That Matter. Ganse Little. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. $2.50. 

Basic Christian Beliefs. W. Burnet 
Easton, Jr. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. $3.75. 

The Single Path. James W. Fifield, Jr. 
Prentice-Hall, Inc., N. Y. $3.95. 

Fundamentalism and the Church. Ga- 
briel Hebert. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. $3. 

Which Books Belong in the Bible? Floyd 
V. Filson. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. $3. 

Jesus of Nazareth. Joy Harrington. 
Doubleday & Co., Inc., N. Y. $3.50. 

Social and Cultural Dynamics. Pitrim 
Sorokin. Porter Sargent Publisher, Bos- 
ton. $7.56. 

We Ordinary Preachers. Raymond M. 
Shipman. Vantage Press, Inc., N. Y. $3.75. 

The Gospel According to Jesus. Ted 
Hightower. Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J. $2.50. 

Journey into Mission. Philip Williams. 
Friendship Press, N. Y. $1.25, paper. 

Big City Zulu. Gunnar Helander. Au- 
gustana Press, Rock Island, Ill. $3.50. 

Mysticism East and West. (Living Age 
Book). Rudolph Otto. Meridian Books, 
N. ¥. $1.35, paper. 

Dostoevsky. (Living Age Book). Nicholas 
Berdyaev Meridian Books, N. Y. $1.25, 
paper. 





15 





MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Edwin R. Wilson from Jacksonville, 
Ala., to 545 Magnolia Wood Ave., Baton 
Rouge, La., where he is assistant pastor 
of the First church. 

Robert R. Collins from Barium Springs, 
N. C., to the First church, Mexico, Mo., 
Jan. 1. 

Leroy P. Gwaltney, formerly of Lad- 
donia, Mo., has become pastor of the 
Trion, Ga., church. 

J. Elroy Weikel from Beaumont, Texas, 
to 7300 Nordling, Houston 9, Texas. 

John R. King from Charlotte, N. C., to 
346 Sheridan Dr., Lexington, Ky., pastor 
to Presbyterian students. 

Wade P. Huie, Jr., from Princeton, 
N. J., to 729 Kirk Road, Decatur, Ga. 

L. B. Colquitt, Jr., from Albany, Ga., 
to 3513 34th St., N. W., Washington 8, 
D. C. 

John S. Brown from Shelby, N. C., to 
2718 Vanderbilt, Raleigh, N. C. 

E. H. Cariton, Marion Junction, Ala., 
will be honorably retired Dec. 31. 

J. F. Merrin from South Boston, Va., 
to Box 3093, Lynchburg, Va. 

J. B. Carpenter from Childersburg, 
Ala., to 2424 Agnew St., Montgomery 6, 
Ala. 

W. T. Stewart from Trenton, Tenn., 
to Cleaton, Ky. 

Boyd B. Underwood from Jackson, 
Miss., to 773 Hawthorne St., Memphis, 
Tenn. 

Thomas D. Ellis, recent Columbia Semi- 
nary graduate, has become pastor in 
Camilla, Ga. 

P. B. Hill, Hunt, Texas, to 418144 Paseo 
Encinal, San Antonio, Texas. 

. A. Forrest has retired from the 
presidency of the Toccoa Falls (Ga.) 
Bible Institute which he founded in 1911. 


Presbyterian, USA 

Bert E. Clark, formerly of Catletts- 
burg, Ky., has become pastor of the First 
church, Mason City, Ill. 

Lawrence V. W. Black, chaplain, USNR, 
from FPO, New York, to North church, 
Fulton Ave. and Locust St., Rochester 
13, N. Y. 

Kenneth G. Hood, who has been field 
director for Costa Rica of the Latin 
America Mission, will become director of 
the mission’s home program Jan. 1. 

James A. Thomas, Toledo, Ohio, has 
become associate superintendent of Ohio 
Presbyterian Homes. 

John A. Gardner, former executive 
secretary of the San Francisco Council 
of Churches, has been named administra- 
tive secretary for the “New Chicago De- 
velopment” of the Church Federation of 
Greater Chicago. 

Walter Getty, from Nyack, N. Y., to 50 
Morgan Circle, Swarthmore, Pa., effec- 
tive Dec. 16. 


DEATHS 

Barclay Acheson, 70, a member of Port- 
land (Ore.) Presbytery, died Dec. 4 in 
Pleasantville, N. Y. For some years he 
was an executive of Near East Relief. 
He founded the British edition of the 
Readers’ Digest, with which publication 
he had been associated for some years 
(he was the brother of one of the RD 
founders, Mrs. DeWitt Wallace). 
NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Scott T. Ritenour, formerly of the 
Presbyterian, USA, Board of Christian 
Education, has become director of the 
Department of Church Building of the 
National Council of Churches. 
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R. H. Edwin Espy of the Division of 
Life and Work of the NCC has become 
associate general secretary of the NCC, 
succeeding Roswell P. Barnes, now of 
the World Council of Churches New 
York office. Roy G. Ross was re-elected 
the NCC’s general secretary. 
MISSIONARIES’ ADDRESSES 

David V. Miller from Luebo to APCM, 
Mweka, Congo Belge, Africa. 

David B. Lehman, Caixa Postal 17, In- 
stituto Gammon, Lavras, E. de Minas, 
Brazil. 

William R. Reily, A.P.C., Luebo, Congo 
Belge, Africa. 

Charles Ross, Jr., A.P.C., Kasha, Luputa, 
Congo Belge, Africa. 

Lamar Williamson, Jr., A.P.C., Lusuku 
(Depeche Speciale) via Luluabourg, Con- 
go Belge, Africa. 

KING COLLEGE DEGREES 

Four ministers received honorary de- 
grees at King College, Bristol, Tenn., at 
a recent convocation: D. D.—Ernest Lee 
Stoffel, First church, Charlotte, N. C.; 
Warren F. Thuston, First church, Hen- 
dersonville, N. C.; William E. Wilson, 
Ripley, Miss.; Litt. D—William W. 
Hamilton, chaplain of the Southern Bap- 
tist Hospital, New Orleans, La. 

Also, former U. S. Senator William R. 
Laird, 3d, Fayetteville, W. Va., received 
the LL. D. degree. 

All recipients of these degrees are King 
alumni. 

BLOOMFIELD DEGREES 

Awarded honorary degrees by Bloom- 
field College and Seminary at a recent 
founder’s day program were: Royal A. 


Schaff, former chief of staff of the Presby- 
terian Hospital of Newark, now retired, 
LL. D.; George Wendell Jung, First” 
church, Woodbury, N. J., and Andrew E, 7 
Newcomer, Jr., Westminster church,” 
Bloomfield, D. D.: J. Frederick Cook, — 
architect of Bloomfield’s new library, 
Lit. D. 


101ist BIRTHDAY 

Arthur J. Brown, secretary emeritus of 
the Presbyterian, USA, Board of Foreign © 
Missions, reecntly celebrated his 101st | 
birthday in New York. He is an elector 
of the Hall of Fame and the day before 
participated in ceremonies related to it. 
The oldest person listed in Who’s Who in 
America, he is also one of the original 
trustees of the Church Peace Union, 7 
founded by Andrew Carnegie in 1914. Dr, 
Brown is the author of a book, just pub- 
lished, “Memories of a Centenarian,” 
being distributed through Presbyterian 
Distribution Service ($2.50). 


Religious Educators 
Elect New Officers 


Among new officers elected at the re- 
cent Chicago meeting of the Religious 
Education Association were: Jerome Ker- 
win, University of Chicago, president; 
Randolph C. Miller, Yale, chairman of 
the board of directors; F. Ernest John- 
son, New York, vice-president; C. Ellis 
Nelson, Union Seminary, New York, re- 
cording secretary. 





FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 


Marshall Scott Woodson, President 


EXCELLENCE 
iS OUR 
AIM 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 





Separate Campuses ..... 
for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts, Presby- 
terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. Fine facilities. 
Send for illustrated booklet 
Thomas A, Spragens, President 


Danville, Ky. 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N. C. 


Educational 
most valuable asset—our youth. 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 


Maxton, 


excellence for our 


North Carolina 











Presbyterian @ Coeducational 


FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: 


Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
R. T. L. LISTON, President. 





Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 

accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty-acre campus. Ath- 
letics. Dormitories. Summer session. Board, room, and tuition $895. 
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